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Functional Groups

CLASSIFICATION FUNCTIONAL GROUPS REPRESENTATIVE SPECIES

An inclusion of di�erent species with distinct characteristics is essential to 
promote biodiversity and resilience across the entire territory. Functional 
groups are the result of key characteristics of species, regardless of their 
botanical classi�cation1. 

1 Alain Paquette.  (2016). Augmentation de la canopée et de la 
résilience de la forêt urbaine de la région métropolitaine de 
Montréal. Sous la direction de Cornelia Garbe, Jour de la Terre, et 
du Comité de reboisement de la CMM. Montréal.

Conifers
Generally tolerant of shade, but not resistant to 
drought or �ooding

Heliophilous conifers 
Thrive in the sun, tolerant of drought

Spruces, Firs, Thuja, 
White pine 

Pioneer species
Fast-growing, �ood-tolerant, light wood, very 
small seeds

Willows, Alders, Birches (except yellow 
birch)

Pine, Larch, Juniper, Ginkgo 

3B

3A
Small �owering trees
Small drought-tolerant trees, dense wood, thick 
leaves, slow growth

Medium �owering trees
"Medium" group, intolerant to �ooding

Lilac, Magnolia, Rosaceae (Rowan, Pear, 
Hawthorn, Serviceberry)

Large Rosaceae (Cherry, Apple), Catalpa, 
Maackia, other various species

4B

4A Nut trees
Dense wood, several being drought-tolerant

Leguminous tree
Great drought tolerance, but not tolerant of shade 
or �ooding, heavy seeds, rich leaves.

Oaks, Walnuts, Hickories

Honey locust, Hackberry, Cercis 
siliquastrum

2B

2A
Climacteric 
Shade-tolerant trees, with broad and thin leaves, 
moderate growth

Chesnut trees 
Similar to 2A, except for very heavy seeds 
dispersed by gravity

Linden tree, Beech, 
Ironwood, most maples

Chesnut trees

2C Large-growing water-loving trees
Large �ood-tolerant trees

Elm, Ash*, Hackberry, Red maples, 
Freemanii, and Negundo

  Special attention must be given to the 
various municipal by-laws that may have 
speci�c provisions for these species.
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